
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 

I cannot believe that we are at the end of 
August. I am excited about the upcoming school year 
and look forward to seeing all of the children and their 
families over the next few weeks as we welcome the 
community back to school!  Teachers have been 
preparing their classrooms and planning out the first 
weeks of school.  This year is poised to be amazing for 
our students and our school.  This is the 30th 
Anniversary of Lebanon Borough School in this 
building.  We will be recognizing that over the next 
few months with activities that provide opportunities to 
learn the history of the school and celebrate all that this 
school means to the community. 

 
Our theme is “Better Together!”  We are 

working with our staff and students this year to focus 
on Respect and Responsibility as the foundation of all 
that we do.  With that in mind we will be discussing 
how Lebanon Borough Wildcats R.O.A.R! (Respect 
Others, Accept Responsibility).  Our Better Together! 
theme is just one way that you get to experience the 
great things happening at our wonderful school.  You 
will have greater insight into what happens here each 
day by  checking us out on Twitter @LBSWildcats.  If 
you do not have a Twitter account that is no problem. 
The feed is embedded on bottom left of our website 
main page so you can just visit us at www. 
lebanonschool.org to check it out. 

 
There are so many  things 
that await the boys and girls this year and I am eager to get started. 
Remember that our first day for students is Tuesday September 3, 2019 
and the school day runs from 8:40 am to 12:45 pm on that day.  Regular 
days begin on Wednesday September 4, 2019 with the school day ending 
at 3:00 pm.  Please note that the first day we will hold lunch and recess is 
Wednesday September 4th.  Also, be sure to check out our Before and 
After Care Programs on our district website if this is a service that you 
need.  

Better Together, 
Bruce Arcurio - Lead earner/Superintendent 
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Staffing 
This year we have some staffing changes and some congratulations in order.  I would like to 
congratulate Mrs. Farrell (Ms. Snedeker) and Mrs. Walsh (Ms. Bogart) on their weddings this summer. 
We also have some new staff members, including our new art teacher, Mrs. Pellegrino, who comes to 
use with experience in the High Bridge School District.  Mrs. Schefer is our new music teacher and 
comes to us with experience in Bernards Township.  Mr. Torres is our new PE leave replacement 
teacher who will be with us through November and has experience with students in several Hunterdon 
County districts.  We would also like to wish Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Phillips well on their retirements 
and Mrs. Stafford good luck in her full-time position in Somerville!  Please take a moment to welcome 
our new staff to the LBS community when you see them!  We are also investigating and hoping to have 
American Sign Language as our language offering beginning during the second week of school.  More 
to come!  For those new to our district, please check out our staff and administration page on the district 
website at http://www.lebanonschool.org/Administration-and-Staff. 

Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please contact the main office for more information or check it out 
on our website: Before and Aftercare. 
 
School Theme: “Better Together!” (reprinted from last 
years newsletter) 
The goal is to create a culture in which parents, students, and teachers are 
working seamlessly in all aspects of the school environment. I strongly 
believe that the responsibility for children’s educational development is a 
collaborative enterprise. Therefore, we can’t achieve this vision without you 
— parents, teachers, and students. 
 
The evidence for a strong connection between parents, teachers, and students leading to successful 
schools is consistent, positive, and convincing.  Academic achievement, student attendance, student 
sense of well-being, homework readiness, and better grades in higher education have all been linked to 
schools that are closely integrated with the community.  This theme at Lebanon Borough School has the 
potential of creating a “virtuous cycle” where family involvement brings about improved teaching by 
generating a positive attitude among teachers.  Teachers feel respected by families who are involved and 
families feel respected by schools that involve them. Improved teaching leads to greater academic 
achievement by students. Academic achievement and student success foster a positive school climate. 

 
Better Together with teachers.  
Teachers use our theme and the phrase “Better Together” when decorating 
classrooms, communicating with families, developing activities, etc. 
Additionally, they offer to share expertise and passions with colleagues at 
meetings and throughout the day.  They model and instill a sense of 
community within our students. 
 
Better Together with students.  
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We provide developmentally appropriate opportunities for autonomy and 
influence at LBS.  Having a greater voice in the school, taking advantage 
of the character education initiative and providing students opportunities 
to share their talents and passions with one another.  We need to ensure 
that our students feel a connection to the school and to one another.  This 
will help our school community gain strength and momentum 
 
Better Together with families 
It would be great to have more family involvement in our school (we 
already do well with this).  Offering small volunteer opportunities in 
classrooms provides families an opportunity to be a part of the wonderful 
things that go on all the time in our school.  
 
Better Together with the community (and the world) 
In 2018 we have so many opportunities to connect with the greater community and with the world.  It is 
important that we let children experience an education that goes beyond the four walls of the classroom 
and the grounds of the school.  This can be done in a variety of ways.  Inviting professionals in to the 
classroom to share their curriculum related expertise, taking children out into the community to 
experience this (field trips, etc.), and using technology to make these connections (Skype, Google 
Hangout, virtual field trips).  

Student/Parent Handbook 
Please be sure to take some time to review our Student/Parent Handbook located on our district website. 
This handbook contains a great deal of pertinent information for families about our school and can serve 
as a wonderful resource. 
 
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures - (excerpted from our handbook) 
Reminder: Maple Street is a one way street during arrival and dismissal times.  Traffic flows from Brunswick to 
Main Street.  The crossing guards flip the sign on Main Street to indicate that cars may not enter during this time. 
Additionally, there is no parking on Maple Street during these times. 

Morning Arrival 
● Parents are to drop off students in the car line on Maple Street along the school sidewalk. Please 

wait in line to drop-off your child. Do not pass other cars (even if there seems to be room 
ahead). Once a series of cars has dropped off their charges and depart, another car(s) can move 
forward. The extra few seconds it takes to follow this procedure could prevent a tragic accident. 
After you drop-off your child, you may proceed cautiously down Maple Street. 

● NOTE: You can greatly assist in an efficient drop-off procedure 
by making sure that your child is ready to exit the car with lunch, 
backpack, jackets etc. packed and ready! 

● K-6 Arrival 
○ The main entrance will be where the majority of students enter 

the building.  They will no longer walk down the exterior steps to the gym 
entrance. 

○ The car drop off will occur in the front of the building and we 
will have safety patrol students opening car doors to let children out and they 
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will walk in the main entrance. Parking in the pick up lane is not allowed. Drivers may not 
exit the car if stopped in the pick up lane. 

○ We will have a safety/staff member posted at the back cafeteria door (closest to the stage for 
students who walk to school through the park.  If parents decide to pull back there and drop 
students off that is fine, but parents must stay in cars.  If you wish to walk your child to the door 
you will need to do so in the front of the building. 

● Preschool Arrival 
○ Preschool students will still enter through the main entrance.  If parents wish to wait outside the 

door early, they must park somewhere to do so. Parking in the pick up lane is not allowed. 
Drivers may not exit the car if stopped in the pick up lane. 

 
Afternoon Dismissal 

● Parents should arrange to pick-up children in the car line on Maple Street. 
This process works similarly to drop-off. Once a group of cars picks up 
students and moves forward, another group of cars can move forward and 
do the same.  

● If parents have arranged to meet their child at the playground tables after 
school, they should park the car in the park and then walk onto campus 
and stand at the tables. 

● K-6 Dismissal 
○ All students will exit through the main entrance in the front.  
○ Safeties will once again be on the sidewalk to open doors and assist with students getting in cars. 
○ Those parents who walk or park and pick up will be able to wait under the awning which will be a 

benefit on inclement weather days. 
● Preschool Dismissal 

○ Preschool students will exit through the main entrance at 3:00pm (morning students will exit 
through the side door of the classroom).  If parents are going to wait outside the door, they must 
park somewhere to do so. Parking in the pick up lane is not allowed. Drivers may not exit the 
car if stopped in the pick up lane. 

 
Sidewalks & Crosswalks 
Parents and children are to stay on the sidewalks and within crosswalk lines when walking to and from 
the loading zones. Do not walk through the parking lots or directly across Maple Street. 

 
Parking 
The parking lot is reserved for staff during school hours and/or 
volunteers/visitors who are on campus for an extended period of time. 
Parking lots are not for drop-off or pick up of students. 
 
Rainy Days 
All procedures explained above remain in effect for rainy days. 
 
Dangerous Actions 
Do not make U-turns on Maple Street. Cars must proceed in one direction. 

Do not wave students across Maple without using the crosswalks. 
Do not use parking lots to drop off or pick up children. 
Do not pass other cars in car line. Wait for the traffic to move forward. 
Do not park in the car line and exit your vehicle. 
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Teachers, staff, and student safeties serve as supervisors to insure the safety of your children. Please be                 
respectful of their directions; they are here to help. Thank you for your consideration of and attention to                  
these policies and procedures. Your support is appreciated! Let’s all continue to be good neighbors who                
follow all safety and traffic guidelines. 
 
Communication 
Communication between parents and school is vital. Any time you have questions or concerns, please 
don't hesitate to contact your child's teacher or the Chief School Administrator. The school number is 
(908) 236- 2448. If you prefer, the school secretary can forward your call to the voicemail of any staff 
member. Also, e-mail addresses for individual staff members are available on the school's website at: 
http://www.lebanonschool.org/Administration-and-Staff.  Be sure to remain opted in for emails from 
the One Call Now system because that is how much of the email communication will be sent this year. 
 
The school uses these methods to communicate with Lebanon Borough families: 

● Email (as needed and generally each Friday) 
● District and Teacher Websites 
● Monthly Wildcat’s Roar newsletter regarding school activities 
● Report cards and parent conferences 
● Sending home samples of student work 
● Back-to-School Night and Open House (September 12th @ 6:30 pm) 
● Monthly PTA meetings 
● "One Call Now" phone/email system 

 
School Lunch 
LBS does not have a school lunch program. Please note that we are unable to make lunches for students. 
Our procedure is to check that all students have lunch in the morning when we do attendance.  If a child 
does not have lunch they will come to the office to call their parent. Parents can either send in a lunch or 
call the General Store to order and have lunch delivered to the school.  The number of the General Store 
is: (908) 236-6522. 
 

Girls on the Run 
Just a reminder that girls in grades 3-6 can still register for Girls on the Run. 
Check out this wonderful program on our website! 
 
Teacher Websites 
Our teachers maintain websites.  Please be sure to check them out on the 
staff page of our district website.  They can be a great source of class 
specific information.  Again, remember that they are currently under 

construction and may not have a great deal of information on them. 
 
Health Office… 
If your child is going to be tardy or absent, please contact the school by 8:30 am. Please leave a message 
on the absentee line or the nurse's office voicemail. Messages can be left any time of the day or night. If 
you prefer to use email, please include Ms. Muia (rmuia@lebanonschool.org) , the nurse 
(lkosciolek@lebanonschool.org) and your child's teacher as the recipients. 
 
If your child is ill with a fever of 100 or higher, vomiting, diarrhea or has symptoms of a 
communicable disease please keep your child home. They must be free of symptoms for 
24 hours without the use of medications before they may return to school. 
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Join the PTA 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide students with 
enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, 
supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of Lebanon 
Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The Membership Form can be found on the PTA page of our 
district website.  
 

 
Field Day 2019! 

 
Kindergarten leads our Responsibility Assembly 
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